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HE Unlted States govern-
ment I8 now at work
upon one of the most am-
bitlous and, by the by,
one of the most Interest-
ing projecis it has ever
undertaken, It is noth-
Ing short of a scheme for
moving the “corn belt."”
Or perhaps it would be
more accurale to call it
a crusado for extending
the “corn belt,” for there Is no de-
sire to iInterfere with the growing of
our greatest agricultural staple In
'that brond sectlon of the country
‘where corn has long been the prinet-
pal standby of the farmer. The new
plan of the department of agricul-
ture—for of courso that {a the branch
of our government machinery that has
charge of this new activity-—is simply
In effect to make two blades of grass
ETow where only one grew before.

Although all the world has been
gasping In astonishment these many
years past at the bumper crops ol
corn this country turns out each year,
the experts of the government some
time slnce camo to tho conelusion
that great as was the natlonal corn
yield it was not as big as 1t ought to
be.  Furthermore, they thought they
foresaw a timo when, with our rapldly
growing population, tho corn crop
would not ho any too blg for our own
American appetilo and, of course, if
that came to pass, we would lose morao
or less of our foreign trade, for o vast
quantity of Yankeo corn Produclts now
find (heir way (o dinner tables over-
By,

On the theory of a stiteh In time
the agrleultural sharps procecded to
get busy over (his impending prob-
lem. First they sel about Increasing
the yvield of corn per aere amd Iatterly
they have cutered upon the even moro
siznificant mission of extending the
corn growing arca.  As our readeors
are aware most of the corn crop has
been grown heretofore In the middle

west—in states such as llinols, Indiana, Iowa
and Nebraska, Dut the government experts
scoutlng around soon came to the conclusion
that as good or better corn than Ameriea had
ever known could be viuised In prolifie quantity
in the south if only the people south of Mason
and Dixon's line could be arouscd to the pos-
sibllities 1ylng dormant at thelr doors.

Waking up these southoern farmers to their
neglected opportunities is tho present work of
one of tho most eflicient organizations in Uncle
$am's agrlenltural corps. It was nothing short
of an Inepiratlon that the experts hit upon the
plan of proving that their corn “r'niry tales"
could come truo through the medium of the
farmer boys of the south, Tho lads were enlisted
In this country wido “demonstration work’” and
46,000 of them have lately been glving thelr fa-
thers object lessons right at home. \What ia more,
many of the fathors have taken the lessons to
heart and after seelng with their own eyes what
phenomenal ylelds can bo made i€ corn be cul-
tivated as the "“book chaps” at the agricultural
department prescribe they have become converts
to the new ldeas and have announced that hence-
forth they will cultivate corn the way thelr sons
have been doing these past few months., It will
menn only a fractlon more time and worlk and {t
means production doubled or trebled or quad-
rupled.

Of course the government gave Instructlons
to these lads ns to how to {ill the goll in the most
advantngeous manner, but the enthusinsm which
resulted in corn harvests that have made the
whole world sit up and take notico was inspired
by competitive contests for the winners in which
all sorts of prizes wero offered—township prizes,
village prizes, county prizes, state prizes, and
goodness knows what, all in the way of trophies
culminating in each state in a “grand prize” In
the form of a sightseeing trip to Washington, all
expenscs pald, for one hoy. Of course, the gov-
ernment dld not offer these prizes. Uncle Sam
hag no money available for such purposes, but
the department of agriculture engineered the
whole scheme and got the public-spirited citizens
of more than a dozen states so interested that
they put up the prizes mentloned. Individuals
such as bankers and merchants and organiza
tlons '‘such as boards of trade, county superin-
fendents of education, chamberas of commerce,
éto., contributed to the list of prizes which in the
grand 'total footed up to more than $40,000 .

This whole movement, allke to other similar
educational crusades, has been under the direc-
tion of the dlvision of farmers’ co-operative dem-
onstration work of the department of agriculture
and the field officers of this institution have
brought about systematic’ effort on the part of
the youthful corn growers by organizing what
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are known as corn

/‘?/U/‘f ST clubs, Thereare
FCONOMICHL (‘a/gy.fpg}yfg great numbers of
STEVE HENRY township eclubs all
CF LOUISIANG over the land—the

township being the
standard unit of organization—and there are
county clubg i{n about 600 different counties,
Clrculars of instructlon, prepared by Dr. S. A.
Knapp, the government expert, who is the Sol-
omon of this movement, are prepared and
sent several times during the year to each in-
dividual boy who is enrolled in this work.
Seed sclection and the preparation of the
soll are taken up first in these courses of In-
struction by mail (supplemented by the advice
of the fleld workers of the department who
are continually traveling about to supervise
and glve practical Instruction.) All the boys
who won the biggest prizes pald very careful
attention to the Instructions on this score snd
plowed thelr acred from eight to sixteen inches
deep and thoroughly pulverized their seed- beds.
Hven more careful advice is given the boys on
the very vital subject of fertillzation and one rea-
son why so many of theae lads have at the first
g0 off gotten belter corn crops than their fathers
have ever been able to produce with all their ex-
perlence back of them {is that the youngsters
have none of the contempt of the old fogies for
now-fangled ideas and have been not only willing
but eager to masier a general knowledge of nitro-
gen, potash, phosphorus, etc., as agricultural alds
and the effect of leaves, wood mold, barnyard
manure, etc.

The whole plan of computing and comparing
yields in this country-wide corn-growing compoti-
tion is done in the most systematic and busliness-
llke manner. With swarms of keenly Intereated
boys watching each other's crops like hawks
there 18 not much opportunity for deception of
any kind, but in addition to thls insurance of pub-
lleity of methods and yields the department of
agriculture has {ts own oflicers in the fleld all
the whlile and they rigldly investigate any sus-
plelous reports just as the fleld workers of the
United States census have been probing into the
enumeration In any town or city that seemed to
show an undue increase in population since the
last census, Beo it sald to the credit of the boy
corn growers that almost none of them have
fallen under suspicion on any score.

In making up the records of the young corn
growers and awarding the prizes that are offered
the government offlcials take Into consideration
other things than the mere crop yield, regardless
of cost of cultivation and every, other factor.
Indeed, In making awards there are considered
in addition to yleld, the cost per bushel, the best
ten ears of corn raised and the written history
of the c¢rop prepared by the boy who ralsed it.
Not all the boys who won the big prizes and were
pergonally congratulated by President Taft in the
White House at Washington made the largest
ylelds in thelr states., The economical side was
ayways taken into consideration in glving out
the prizes and in appertioning the diplomas of
merit which Secretary Wilson personally pre-
sented to the boys who called on him at Wash-
ington.

The boys who have won rank as Uncle Sam's
champlon corn growers in every instance “made
good" by exhibiting thelr prize products at their
respective county fairs where thelr neighbors
could sen with thelr own eyes what they accom-

. plished by the new method of tilling the goll, In

many countles the distributlon of the colinty
prizes for corn growling was made a red-letter
ovent this past autumin and as many as 1,000 to
1,600 personp ‘have assembled at a county geat
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to see prizes awarded to lads who are pointing
the way to lnc!'euned averages of corn produc-
tion In the south, and Incidentally to a partial
solution of the Increased cost of llving. And no
old-time farmer can sneer that the showings
made in this twentleth-century corn growing are
spurts of no practical significance. On the con-
trary the government ofliciala have applied mod-
ern bookkeeping methods to the business side of
the proposition and the reported costs of produe-
tion can be accepted as fair actual costs.

The ylelde made durlng the past season by
these young corn growers have been truly aston-
ishing and some of them are almost past the
belief of farmers who have been getting an aver-
age of, say, 32 to 40 bushels of corn per acre
In cholece corn country In the middle west. In
one .Mississippl county 48 boys averaged 93
bushels per acre. In one South Carolina county
20 bLoys produced 1,700 bushels of corn on 30
acres. In another county in that same state 142
boys averaged 62 bushels per acre. One lad
mude $1,000 from a single acre of corn, Jerry
Moore of Winona, 8. C., the champion corn
grower of the world, got the amazing yleld of
228 bushels to the acre. Steve Henry of Loulsi-
ana carried off the highest honors for economical
farming, produclig on his acre nearly 140 bushels
at a cost of only 13 cents per bushel, Joe Stone
of Georgla, youngest and smallest of the national
prize winners, 1s only eleven years of age, but
he produced 102 bushels to the acre at a cost of
29 cents per bushel. Next season the scope
of the corn-growing competition is to be greatly
extended and the government may also strive
to get the country girls of the United Statea
into a similar competition, only, of courge, it will
not be corn growing but vegetable gardening with
canning and preserving as a “side line.”

Those Church Suppers!

Church sales, dinners, teas and the like are
not only means for promotlng soclal enjoyment
and incidentally of replenishing the treasuries
of the organizations which provide them, These

functions serve n real and wvaluable economio

»

purpose, as is indicated by the lady whom Edna
K. Wooley gquotes in the Toledo Blade. This
lady, weary of the work of providing three meals
a day for her family, consisting of herself, her
husband and her daughter, finds a new joy in
living at this time of year, and explaing why;
“Last night we went to a roast beef dinner. To-
night we are golng to a Methodist progressive
supper., My husband hates those progressive
suppers, becruse we start with soup at the
church, you know, then go to some house for the
meat course and finigh up at some other house
for the dessert. He says when he slts down to a
meal he llkes to flnish the job on the spot, in-
stead of getting up every llttlo while, putting on
his hat and coat and galloping out into the cold
and cruel world to resume his eats at gome other
stand. But I think 1t’s fun. It's a blessged change.
Tomorrow night we go to a Preshyterian church
supper. That's only 26 cents, too, and I don't
see how they do it for the money. The next one
after thut s an Episcopal turkey supper, and the
next is also a turkey supper at the Unitarian
church. Then come the Disciple and Congrega-
tlon ehurch suppers, and by that time you'll see
my cheekd sticking out with rich Uving, What
would we poor home cooks do if it wasn't for the
church suppers? They glve us a rest from the
eternal routine of planning and cooking the dally
meals. Nobody that haen't tried that three-menl-
a-day business knows what a grind it gots to ba.

' L
I don't belleve there's a man on earth would’

stand for It,
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OATS—259 Bu. Per Acre.

That is the sworn to yield of Theodore
g{armes, Lewls Co.,, Wash,, had from
alzer’'s Rejuvenated White Donanza oats
and won a Jhamdlu;-nw 80 acre farm. Other
big yields are 141 bus., 119 bus., 103 bus,,
ete., had by farmers scattered throughout
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Balzer's Pedigree Barley, Flax, Corn,
Oats, Wheat, Potatoes, Grasses and Clov-
ers are famous the world over for their
«purlty and tremendous gieldmg qualities.
{,Ye aro ensily the largest growera of farm
se¢ds in,the world. ]

Our catalog bristling with seed truths
freo for the asking, or send 10c in stamps
and recc\‘j'n 10 packages of farm seed nov-
elties and'-rarities, including above mar-
velous oats,™\together with big catalog.
John A. Salzen\Seod Co., 182 South 8th'St.,
La Crosse, Wis. “ev.
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A Quick gjdestop. ;
Merchant (to widowR—I am willin
to buy your husband's W rking busi-
ness and good-will for sﬁ,ﬁbn&‘ !
Widow—Well, but I happen '™ be
part of the working business.

‘e

Merchant—Then Y'll take only t
Bood-will.—TI'ltegende Blaetter.

Tmportant to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of
CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for
infants and children, and see that It

Bears the
Signature of |

In Use Tor Over .30 ‘Yuara. A
The Kind You Have Always Bought.

AT a
Magnify your personal rights.and
you are sure to create some social
WI'ONgSs, bEY

*Your working power depends upon your
health! Garfield Tea corrects disorders of
liver, kidneys, stomueh and bowels, n'*

Love does not depend for - its
strength on concentration.

b NOTE THE NAME
CALIFORNIA F

in the Circfe,

A
-

CUSTOMERS,

JHEIR SKILL AND RELIABILITY

Note the Full Name of the.Gom

GENUINE. ONE SIZE ONLY, FOR SALE BY ALL
DRUGGISTS.

WAY WITH BUSINESS OR PLEASURE. IT IS

IS THE IDEAL FAMILY LAXATIVE, AS
IT GIVES SATISFACTION TO ALL, IS
ALWAYS BENEFICIAL IN ITS EFFECTS
AND PERFECTLY SAFE AT ALL TIMES,

onevery Pachage of thie Genuine.

ALL RELIADLE DRUGGISTS SELL THE ORIGINAL AND
GENUINE WHEN CALLED FOR, ALTHOUGH THEY COULD
MAKE A LARGER PROFIT BY SELLING INFERIOR PREPARA.
TIONS, YET THEY PREFER TO SELL THE GENUINE, BECAUSE
IT IS RIGHT TO DO 50 AND FOR THE GOOD OF THEIR
WHEN IN NEED OF MEDICINES, SUCH
DRUGGISTS ARE THE ONES TO DEAL WITH, AS YOUR
LIFE OR HEALTH MAY AT SOME TIME DEFEND UPON

CALIFORNIA'FIG SYRUP'CO; 2
PRINTED STRAIGHT ACROSS,NEAR THE BOTTOM, AND IN
THE CIRCLE,NEAR THE TOP OF EVERY PACKAGE,OF THE

REGULAR PRICE 50c PER BOTTLE,;

SYRUP OF FIGS AND ELIXIR OF SENNA I3 THE ONLY PERFECT FAMILY LAXATIVE,
'BECAUSE IT IS THE ONE REMEDY WHICH ACTS IN A NATURAL, STRENGTHENING WAY
AND CLEANSES THE SYSTEM, WITHOUT UNPLEASANT AFTER-EFFECTS AND WITHOUY
IRRITATING, DEBILITATING OR GRIPING, AND THEREFORE DOES NOT INTERFERE IN ANY

INFORMED FAMILIES, WHO KNOW OF ITS VALUE ROM PERSOM
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS ALWAYS BUY THE GENUINE; MANUF,

The Natural
Laxative .

acts on the bowels just as som
foods act. Cascarets thus al
the bowels just as Nature woul
‘Harsh cathartics act like pep

in the nostrils. Soon the bowel
grow so calloused that one mus
multiply the dose. o

]
. Vest-pocket hax, 10 cents—at drugcstoyes,

Each tablot 0f the genulne is marked C C [+

JHumes Cure~
#P®) 1s GUARANTEED

to stop and perma-

nently cure that ter-

rible itching, It is

compounded for that

purpose and your money,

Wil will be promptly refunded

)\ WITHOUT QUESTION .

if Hunt's Cure fails to cure

i Itch, Eczema, Tetter, Ring

il Worm or any othef Skin

nt your druggist's, or by m

direct if he ha@n tit. Manutfacture b

A. B. RICHARDSG MEDICINE CO.,

To cure costiveness thell
more thon a purgative; It m
alterative and cathartle prop

possesa thess qualitles, and lo_frcedlly restura
[}

tuthe bowels their natural peristaltlc motion,
80 esscotlial to regularity.

DEFIANCE STARCH Sraiotiio o thoea

Dlacase. 50c |

BETTER FOR MEN, WOMEN' AND CHILDREN THAN CASTOR OIL,

SALTS,OR FILLS,AS IT SWEETENS AND CLEANSES THE SYSTEM MORE EFFICIENTLY ANV .+ | 14
3 FAR MORE PLEASANT TO TAKE

SYRUPSFi6S-raF LIXIR-FSENNA

’ r!

LEADING -
MINJATURE PICT
é? FACK.‘.IéEUM

RECOMMENDED BY MILLIONS OF WELL'’ *
L USE. TO GET I

at once applied your

LINI

rubbing.

~ Sprains, Chest Pains, and

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP co.

to the affected part and in less than ten minutes it wa
I think it is the best of all Liniments,”

Sloan’s Liniment does not need any

ubk It's a powerful penetrant.
Tty it. for Rheumatism, Sciatica,

[t gives almost instant relief,

Price 250, 5Oo., and $1.00 at Al] Deoalora,
Bend for Sloan's ¥Free Nook on Xorses, Address

DR. EARL S, SLOAN, BOSTON, MASS,

“Tor twenty-nine years I have
been at intervals a great sufferer
from rheumatism.” During that
time, no telling how many gal.
lons of the various kinds of Iini-
ments and oils I have used and
with but little relief, Recently,
X was confined to my bed help-
less, I tried Sloan’s Liniment

and used it with such satisfactory results that I sent for two large bottles
and I have up to this time used about half a so cent bottle with splcndic[
success.” —JAmEs Hypr, Beebe, White County, Ark,
Got Ease in Less Than Ten Minutes,

MR, James E. ALEXANDER, of North Harpswell, Me., writes:
a horseshoer and subject to many strains in my back and hips which has
brought on rheumatism in the sciatic nerve,
when sitting in my chair, that I had to jump on my feet to get relief, X

—“Y am

I had it s0 bad one night

perfectly easyy

EINIMEN

Sore Throat,




